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Synopsis

"A haunting and beautifully written memoir about the creator of The Twilight Zone." --Robert Redford
"Beautifully written. . .I laughed and | cried. | plan to read it again once | catch my breath." --Carol
BurnettIn this intimate, lyrical memoir about her iconic father, Anne Serling reveals the fun-loving
dad and family man behind the imposing figure the public saw hosting The Twilight Zone each
week. After his unexpected, early death, Anne, just 20, was left stunned. But through talking to his
friends, poring over old correspondence, and recording her childhood memories, Anne not only
found solace, but gained a deeper understanding of this remarkable man. Now she shares her
discoveries, along with personal photos, revealing letters, and scenes of his childhood, war years,
and their family’s time together. A tribute to Rod Serling’s legacy as a visionary, storyteller, and
humanist, As | Knew Him is also a moving testament to the love between fathers and daughters. "A
tender, thoughtful and very personal portrait of American genius Rod Serling." --Alice
Hoffman"Richly told. . .a haunting memoir about grief, creativity, and a father-daughter bond as
memorable and magical as any Twilight Zone episode." --Caroline Leavitt "Filled with anecdotes
and self-reflection. . .Serling still casts an outsized shadow." --Variety"Lush memories of a

remarkable father and adept analysis of his work." --Kirkus Reviews
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Customer Reviews

Being a child of the Fifties, living in close proximity to his hometown of Binghamton, New York as

well as being a diehard "Twilight Zone" fan, | thought | knew all there was to know about



writer/producer/director,Rod Serling. Was | ever wrong! Daughter, Anne Serling has given readers
an intimate look into this multi-faceted genius of a man she is proud to call her Father. We learn of
Rod’s early childhood years and the struggles of his beloved Mother and Father, (who owned and
operated "Serling’s Wholesale Market" on Washington Street in Binghamton) all the while giving him
love, courage, encouragement and strength. The shared letters between Rod and his parents are
heart tugging and honest. We follow Rod into his paratrooper training and as a member of the 511th
Airborne Division, a division which landed in the Philippines and into the Battle of Leyte-which was
among some of the fiercest fighting of the war and where he sustained a leg injury which will plague
him for the rest of his life. We are privy to his college days and the courtship and marriage to a
lovely lady named Carolyn, who was his Soulmate and gave him the gift of two delightful Daughters,
whom he adored. Author as well as devoted Daughter, Anne, shares snippets of several episodes
of the "Twilight Zone" and the inspiration behind them. There are mentions of his "Old Stomping
Grounds" in Binghamton and Ithaca, New York and beyond, mentioning his Mentor and Friend,
Helen Foley and the Binghamton Central High School. His works were not limited to television, as
you will soon learn with his outstanding screenwriting. There are many touching stories of those who
worked and played (Paddle tennis, etc.) with Rod and knew him well. | feel one of the most touching

parts in the book is the correspondence between Father and Daughter.
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